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It is almost 14 years since the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) introduced 
the requirement for Local Planning Authorities to prepare, monitor and keep review Local 
Development Plans. Progress has been made with 20 adopted LDPs in place. 

The latest round of LOP Annual Monitoring Reports, submitted in October, has 
demonstrated mixed success for plans adopted between 2010 and 2015. This is 
particularly evident for critical planning outcomes, including supporting the delivery of 
housing in sustainable locations. With this in mind, it is right to pause and reflect on the 
correct path to take to maintain effective LOP coverage ahead of adoption of a Strategic 
Development Plan (SOP) for the region. It is also necessary to provide an robust framework 
for the delivery of the land use implications of the emerging North Wales Growth Deal 
proposals. 

The role of the planning system in delivering excellent outcomes for Wales at national, 
regional and local levels has never been more prominent. Our newly adopted National 
Strategy: Prosperity for All acknowledges the key role the planning system must play by 
recognising planning decisions as a critical lever to deliver the central goal of prosperity for 
all. It notes planning decisions affect every area of a person's life. They determine where 
homes are built, where services are provided, the quality of the local environment, the 
promotion of sustainable economic growth and access to open space. The right planning 
system is critical in delivering the objectives of the strategy - this includes ensuring better 
LDPs are produced in the future. 
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